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SUBJECT: MOBUTU ANNOUNCES PUNDAMENTAL REFORMS: A STEP TOWARD 
DEMOCRACY AND DECENTRALIZATION 

1. IN A SPEECH TO THE NATION ON JULY 1, PRESIDENT MOBUTU ANNOUNCED 
PUNDAMENTAL POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC REPORM MEASURES, NOTABLY: 

-A PRIME MINISTER FORM OF GOVERNMENT; 

-DIRECT ELECTION OP MEMBERS OF THE POLITICAL BUREAU, THE 
MAJORITY OP THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AND OF URBAN COMMISSIONERS; 

- THE INTENTION OF THE PRESIDENT TO PRESENT HIMSELP POR 
REELECTION BY THE PARTY CONGRESS, IN SPITE OP THE PACT 
THAT THE CONSTITUTION DOES NOT REQUIRE THIS; 

-DECENTRALIZATION OP THE ECONOMY ON A REGIONAL BASIS 
AND THE SUBORDINATION OP ALL CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 
TO THE REGIONAL COMMISSIONERS; 

-CREATION OP AN AUDIT SYSTEM TO CHECK ON ALL EXPENDITURES 
BY STATE ORGANIZATIONS OR STATE-OWNED ENTITIES; 

-ARMY REPORN, (NO DETAILS, BUT THRUST IS BASICALLY AS WE HAVE 
REPORTED IN PAST, INCLUDING PROBABLE ABOLITION OP THE 
POST OP CAPTAIN GENERAL.) 

IN ADDITION, MOBUTU HINTED AT RECONCILIATIONS WITH THE SOVIET 
UNION AND REITERATED HIS PROPOUND THANKS FOR SUPPORT ZAIRE HAD 
RECEIVED PROM ITS MANY PRIENDS DURING THE SHABA WAR, ESPECIALLY 
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THE PRENCH AND THE MOROCCANS. 

2. FOREGOING IS TAKEN PROM SPEECH AS HEARD. PULLER DETAILS WILL 
BE REPORTED LATER, BUT IT IS CLEAR THAT MOBUTU'S JULY 1 SPEECH 
PROMISES A SIGNIFICANT DEPARTURE FROM THE CURRENT POLITICAL 
SYSTEM. AS EVER IN ZAIRE, EVERYTHING DEPENDS ON THE WAY IN WHICH 
THE REFORMS WILL BE CARRIED OUT BUT THE PACT REMAINS THAT MOBUTU 
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HAS BEGUN A PROCESS WHICH COUED LEAD TOWARD MORE DEMOCRACY AND 
DECENTRALIZATION. ONLY A HANDFUL OE ZAIRIANS AND EOREIGNERS 
BELIEVED THAT HE COULD OR WOULD TAKE THE STEPS HE HAS TAKEN. IN 
OUR JUDGMENT, EVERYONE, ZAIRIANS AND FOREIGNERS ALIKE, SHOULD 
ENCOURAGE HIM TO PURSUE THE REFORMS HE HAS ANNOUNCED. 

CUTLER 
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